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east, cyclones of very great intensity form in the same
Bay, and these too are propagated towards the west or
north-west. In either case the coasts exposed to their
influence experience very bad weather, with rain and
wind of hurricane force in the October cyclones.

From this very brief sketch of monsoon weather we
may, however, learn that the persistent seasonal weather
in the tropics is exactly analogous to the persistent types
of weather which appear periodically in temperate regions.
Both are primarily caused by the distribution of pressure,
but the changes which only occur once a year in the
tropics take place at short and at irregular intervals ia
higher latitudes, while between the two extremes we find
an intermediate series of recurrent types which are
neither so regular as in the tropics nor so uncertain as in
Western Europe. In both the differences of weather from
day to day are due to the fluctuation of the type, or to
small alterations either in the shape or intensity of the
depressions which form in the low-pressure areas.

We also see problems of forecasting totally different
from any which present themselves in the European or
American offices, and had we been able to give a greater *
number of examples, we should have found the truth of
the general principle that no mechanical rules can be
laid down as to the probable path of a cyclone, or the
fluctuation of a type, but that the forecaster who knows
the ways of the barometric movements in his own country
can usually form a very good opinion as to their future
progress.

It may be advantageous here to pause a moment and
survey the general aspect of the great problem of weather